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Crystal Ball O'Connor ’78: Her Metamorphosis Into an Author & Environmental Conservationist
by Emma Watson
Walk into any Barnes and Noble or local bookstore in the Southeast and you’ll likely find Dr. Crystal Ball O’Connor. She’ll be in the children’s book section—you’ll find her book, Jake and the Migration of the Monarch, on the Featured Selections shelf beside some familiar old favorites. You might even be lucky enough to find Crystal herself, dressed in her monarch butterfly wings and enchanting a group of children, parents, grandparents, and others who couldn’t resist her heart-warming story of Jake and his mother as they watch a glorious migration of monarch butterflies on the South Carolina coast.
Jake’s mother tells him, “Just as your parents and grandparents help set the path for you, the butterflies do the same thing.” Together they celebrate their connection to one another, family, and nature as the monarch travelers flutter by on their path toward home.
Dr. O’Connor completed her doctorate in Education and Human Development at Vanderbilt University, is the former Director of the Georgia Council on Aging, and is currently serving her eighth year as a Trustee on the Greenville County School Board. Crystal lives in Greenville with her husband Jim and their three children.
Combining her many roles in family and community, Crystal has written
