[image: image1.png]@he Postand Convier

eeeeee

The Post and Courier




Charleston, South Carolina - October 20, 2005

Children’s book exudes warmth
By Fran Hawk

‘J

 ake and the Migration of the Monarch" by Crystal Ball O'Connor, Ph.D., will be the featured children's book at the Mount Pleasant Barnes & Noble at 11 a.m. Saturday. When I describe this picture book as "sweet," I mean that it's gentle and loving. The illustrations by portrait painter Valerie Hollinger add a soft, warm radiance to the text.

In addition to being sweet, "Jake and the Migration of the Monarch" is entertaining and educational for both parents and children. Jake and his mom are sitting on their porch at the beach when they realize they're in the midst of the autumn migration of the monarch butterflies. As they

watch the countless butterflies, Jake's mama gently explains the migration process. She relates the life cycle of the monarch to the life cycle of families. She says, "Just as your parents and grandparents and great-grandparents help set a path for you, the butterflies do the same thing."

In the back of the book, there's a family tree to complete as well as a page called "Monarchs and Me ..." that gives more information about the connections between butterflies and people.

Readers are referred to the Web site, www.monarchpublishers.com "to learn more about the world of monarch butterflies." This is an excellent site for both parents and teachers

because it provides myriad ways to extend learning into physical activities, drama, language arts, math, music, science, social studies and visual art. There are things to do, make and grow. There's a list of places to go, and an invitation to submit your own "stuff" to the site.

The whole concept of "extending" learning has been used in schools for a long time. The book makes this concept readily available to families.

The book serves as the beginning step into a whole world of knowledge and activities.

Contact Fran Hawk at franbooks@yahoo.com.

